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The  Boston  Redevelopment  Author- 
ity's Neighborhood  Planning  Pro- 
gram has  prepared  this  three-year 
Neighborhood  Improvement  Program 
to  assist  local  residents  and  City  agen- 
cies to  develop  longer  range,  coor- 
dinated solutions  to  Roslindale's 
housing,  commercial,  transportation, 
recreation  and  human  service  needs. 

In  the  past  ten  years,  the  City  of 
Boston  has  strengthened  Roslindale 
through  the  construction  and  renova- 
tion of  community  facilities,  parks 
and  street  and  utility  systems.  In 
June,  1977,  Roslindale 's  first  elderly 
housing  facility  was  opened  on  Cliff - 
mont  Street.  In  addition,  over  1,800 
homeowners  were  assisted  through 
the  Housing  Improvement  Program 
in  the  repair  of  their  homes. 

Despite  these  efforts,  much  still  needs 
to  be  done  to  improve  Roslindale 's 
commercial  sector,  public  housing 
projects,  parks,  and  street  and  utility 
networks.  Roslindale's  neighborhood 
pride  needs  to  be  reinforced  by  visible 
improvements  in  these  areas. 

An  intensive  effort  will  be  made  over 
the  next  three  years  to  secure  Federal, 
State  and  private  monies  to  address 
Roslindale's  problems  and  augment 
the  City's  limited  financial  ability  to 
address  these  pressing  issues.  Inform- 
ation and  recommendations  contained 
in  this  report  will  assist  both  City 
Hall  and  the  neighborhood  in  deter- 
mining future  action. 

I  hope  this  booklet  helps  to  focus  in- 
terest to  jointly  solve  the  problems 
facing  Roslindale  while  taking  maxi- 
mum advantage  of  the  community 's 
strengths. 


Kevin  H.  White 
Mayor 
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I.  Introduction/Summary 

Roslindale  is  an  ethnically  diverse 
community  of  33,000  people  located 
in  the  southwestern  section  of  the 
City.  It  is  primarily  a  neighborhood 
of  sound,  well-maintained  one  and 
two  family  homes.  Over  85%  of  these 
homes  are  owner-occupied,  with  the 
neighborhood  having  a  median  in- 
come in  1978  of  $16,500. 

The  neighborhood,  which  was  sub- 
stantially developed  by  1939,  is  ac- 
cessible to  dowtown  Boston  via  com- 
muter rail  and  by  bus  to  the  MBTA 
Orange  Line  terminus  at  Forest  Hills. 
Washington  Street,  Hyde  Park 
Avenue,  and  the  American  Legion 
Highway  are  among  the  major  auto 
routes  which  serve  Roslindale.  Roslin- 
dale Square  is  the  main  local  com- 
mercial area. 

Roslindale  does  not  have  separate 
political  representation  and  its  bound- 
aries are  often  confused  with  those  of 
the  surrounding  communities.  Despite 
this  identity  problem,  the  residents 
have  a  strong  concern  for  the  future 
of  the  community.  This  community 
pride  is  evidenced  by  newly  arrived 
Greeks  who  join  the  Irish,  Italian, 
Eastern  Mediterranean  and  Arab 
nationalities  already  established  in 
Roslindale. 

While  Roslindale  is  generally  a  sound 
neighborhood,  it  has  some  serious 
issues  which  the  City  must  address  if 
the  neighborhood  is  to  remain  stable 
and  desirable. 

For  example,  Roslindale  Square  is 
adversely  affected  by  traffic  conges- 
tion, a  poor  mix  of  retail  stores,  ar- 
son and  vandalism.  A  consultant 
study  to  be  completed  in  1979  will 
outline  a  commercial  revitalization 
program  for  the  Square.  The  Roslin- 
dale Association  for  Community  De- 
velopment, comprised  of  merchants 
and  citizens,  will  assist  the  City  in  im- 
plementing these  improvements. 

Housing  is  a  second  problem  area. 
Two  BHA  public  housing  projects  — 
Archdale  and  Washington/Beech  — 
suffer  from  deterioration  and  require 
immediate  and  substantial  rehabilita- 
tion. 


Roslindale  Square 

Another  housing  issue  is  the 
deterioration  of  private  homes  along 
the  Southwest  Corridor.  This  problem 
is  concentrated  in  the  Lower  Wash- 
ington area  in  the  central  section  of 
Roslindale.  During  the  1960's,  homes 
were  taken  by  eminent  domain  for 
the  proposed  extension  of  1-95.  While 
this  project  has  been  abandoned, 
uncertain  homeowners  have  failed  to 
maintain  many  of  the  remaining 
units.  Additionally,  many  units 
previously  under  State  ownership 
have  been  resold  to  the  public  and 
need  extensive  rehabilitation.  Federal 
and  City  programs,  including  HUD 
Section  312  low  interest  loans  and  the 
Housing  Improvement  Program,  are 
available  to  improve  the  housing  and 
stem  deterioration. 

The  City  has  made  major  past  in- 
vestments through  the  construction 
and  renovation  of  community 
facilities  (Haley  and  Barron  Schools) 
and  parks  (Fallon  and  Healy  Fields 
and  Parkman  Playground),  the 
reconstruction  of  streets,  and  the 
replacement  of  sewer  and  water  lines. 

The  City  is  currently  making  major 
investments  in  housing  through  the 
Housing  Improvement  Program 
($325,000)  and  at  the  Washington/ 
Beech  Street  and  Archdale  Projects 
($571,000).  Revitalization  of  RosHn- 
dale  Square  is  being  supported  by 
$160,000  for  a  footpatrol,  a  redesign 
of  South  Street  to  improve  traffic 
conditions,  and  other  programs  and 


studies.  In  addition,  a  total  of 
$198,000  is  available  for  lighting  and 
street  and  sidewalk  reconstruction  in 
Roslindale. 

In  Roslindale  Square,  several  projects 
require  funding.  These  include  the 
construction  of  South  Street  once  the 
design  is  complete;  construction  of  a 
supermarket;  development  of  a  mer- 
chandising strategy;  promotion  of  the 
Storefront  Improvement  Program 
(Restore)  and  a  continuation  of  the 
police  footpatrol. 

The  Boston  Housing  Authority  must 
make  firm  commitments  of  staff  and 
funds  to  rehabilitate  its  two  Roslin- 
dale projects.  In  the  Archdale  Proj- 
ect, tenants  should  be  consolidated 
into  the  most  habitable  buildings 
while  modernization  is  undertaken.  In 
Washington/Beech,  modernization 
should  be  undertaken.  Funds  should 
also  be  allocated  for  rehabilitation  on 
a  long-term  basis. 

The  HIP  and  Section  312  Loan  Pro- 
grams should  be  continued  in  the 
Lower  Washington  area.  In  addition, 
improvements  to  streets,  water  lines, 
sewers,  and  parks  should  be  made  as 
necessary  to  maintain  Roslindale  as  a 
desirable  residential  neighborhood. 


II.  District  Profile 

A.  EXISTING 
CHARACTERISTICS 

Located  in  the  southwestern  sector  of 
the  city  and  surrounded  by  West  Rox- 
bury,  Jamaica  Plain,  Hyde  Park  and 
Mattapan,  RosUndale  is  a  residential 
neighborhood  of  sound,  well  main- 
tained houses. 

Roslindale's  individual  identity  has 
always  been  problematic:  politically, 
the  district  does  not  have  separate 
representation;  geographically,  its 
boundaries  are  blurred  with  its 
neighboring  communites;  and  ac- 
cessibility is  generally  poor  as  major 
transportation  networks  circumvent 
many  of  Roslindale's  neighborhoods. 
In  spite  of  these  factors,  local 
residents  have  a  strong  sense  of  com- 
munity pride  and  concern  for  its 
future. 

The  poor  condition  of  Roslindale 
Square,  the  district's  commercial 
center,  is  of  paramount  concern  to 
residents  and  businessmen  alike.  Long 
plagued  by  severe  traffic  congestion, 
the  lack  of  convenient  off-street 
pubUc  parking  and  an  inadequate  mix 
of  retail  stores,  the  Square  recently 
has  been  the  scene  of  arson  and  van- 
daUsm. 

In  August,  1975,  Corey's  Market  on 
Corinth  Street  suffered  a  major  fire 
which  caused  extensive  damage  to  the 
adjoining  stores.  The  building  has  re- 
mained vacant  and  is  a  visible  indica- 
tion of  the  physical  and  economic 
condition  of  the  Square. 

Washington  Street,  which  extends 
north  and  south  of  Roslindale 
Square,  is  lined  with  triple  deckers 
and  small  stores,  many  of  which  are 
in  need  of  substantial  repairs.  The 
district's  two  housing  projects,  the 
Archdale  Project  and  the  Washing- 
ton/Beech Project,  form  the  north 
and  south  boundaries  of  Roslindale. 
Archdale,  constructed  in  1951,  con- 
tains 287  dwelling  units,  over  half  of 
which  are  currently  uninhabitable  due 
to  severe  vandalism  and  prolonged 
lack  of  capital  improvements.  The 
Washington/Beech  Project,  con- 
structed in  1952,  has  263  units  which 
are  in  poor  to  fair  condition.  It  will 
soon  resemble  Archdale,  however, 
unless  positive  steps  are  taken  to 
reverse  the  deteriorating  conditions  as 


Housing  types  in  Roslindale. 

units  which  were  once  reserved  for  el- 
derly persons  are  occuped  by  families 
who  will  exert  more  wear  and  tear  on 
the  units. 

Only  a  small  number  of  Roslindale's 
housing  units  (7-10%)  are  in  deterior- 
ating or  dilapidated  condition.  Within 
the  Lower  Washington  area,  however, 
almost  40%  of  the  structures  sur- 
veyed by  the  Housing  Inspection 
Department  in  1973  required  repairs 
betwen  $1,000  to  $3,500  each  to  reach 
minimum  code  standards.  A  number 
of  those  units  are  located  near  the 
Southwest  Corridor,  where  many 
houses  were  formerly  owned  by  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  as  a 
result  of  land  taking  for  the  Route 
1-95  extension.  This  project  was 
halted  in  1972  after  substantial  com- 
munity opposition  and  review  of  the 
project  by  the  Governor's  office. 

In  1970,  RosHndale's  population  was 
32,911,  representing  a  slight  increase 
(4%)  over  1960.  Age  patterns  for 
Roslindale  are  similar  to  those  in  the 
City,  although  the  district  has  a 
somewhat  larger  proportion  of 
residents  over  45  years  old.  Between 
1960  and  1970  the  proportion  of  age 
groups  0-4  and  25-64  declined,  while 
age  groups  5-24  and  65  +  increased. 
Thirteen  percent  of  Roslindale's 
elderly  residents  have  incomes  below 
the  poverty  level.  This  was  similar  to 
City-wide  trends. 

In  1970,  median  family  income  was 
$10,539,  somewhat  above  the  City's 


$9,133  median.  The  1978  income 
figures,  which  allow  for  inflation 
since  1970,  indicate  median  incomes 
of  $16,500  for  RosHndale. 

According  to  the  1978  Plesser  Poll,* 
18%  of  Roslindale's  residents  had 
graduated  from  college  and  3 1  %  had 
white  collar  jobs. 

In  1970,  Roslindale  had  12,253  hous- 
ing units,  mostly  in  1-2  family  struc- 
tures. Very  little  new  construction  has 
occurred  since  1970,  while  approx- 
imately 180  units  have  been  demol- 
ished, primarily  along  the  Southwest 
Corridor  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Archdale  Housing  Project.  Over  88% 
of  the  total  units  were  owner  oc- 
cupied, compared  to  27%  in  the  City. 
The  district's  housing  stock  is 
moderately  old,  younger  than  the 
more  urban  neighborhoods  but  older 
than  the  more  suburban  areas.  More 
than  90%  of  the  units  were  built 
before  1939. 

Along  the  older  arterial  streets,  such 
as  Hyde  Park  Avenue,  Washington 
Street,  and  Belgrade  Avenue,  the 
housing  stock  is  primarily  wood 
frame  triple  deckers  in  moderate  to 
poor  condition.  For  people  unfamiliar 
with  RosHndale,  this  is  often  the  pic- 
ture they  see  as  they  travel  to  West 
Roxbury,  Dedham  and  other  southern 
metropolitan  suburbs. 

*Consensus,  Inc.  (The  Plesser  Poll), 
1978  Survey  of  Boston  Resident  At- 
titudes. 


A  description  of  Roslindale's  four 
sub-areas  follows: 

1.  Mt.  Hope 

Located  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the 
district,  Mt.  Hope  includes  all  of  the 
district's  cemeteries  and  a  well  main- 
tained residential  community.  It  is 
bounded  by  Cummins  Highway,  the 
Penn  Central  Railroad  MainHne, 
Neponset  Avenue,  Walk  Hill  Street 
and  Boston  State  Hospital.  As  a 
neighborhood  this  area  is  often  con- 
sidered part  of  Jamaica  Plain  and 
Mattapan  rather  than  Roslindale. 

In  1970,  the  population  of  Mt.  Hope 
was  3,121,  an  increase  of  17%  from 
1960.  Mt.  Hope  contains  an  increas- 
ing elderly  population. 

Of  the  total  1,219  housing  units 
counted  in  1970,  only  150  required 
repairs  in  excess  of  $1,000  each  in 
1973.  Slightly  more  than  one  half  of 
the  structures  in  Mt.  Hope  are  owner- 
occupied. 

The  Roslindale  Shopping  Center 
along  American  Legion  Highway  and 
the  Bradlee/Stop  &  Shop  Center,  a 
more  modern  center,  at  American 
Legion  and  Cummins  Highways  serve 
the  commercial  needs  of  the  Mt. 
Hope  area.  The  former  has  been 
allowed  to  deteriorate  substantially  as 
a  result  of  ineffective  management, 
inadequate  maintenance  and  demoli- 
tion resulting  from  fires.  These 
centers  also  attract  a  large  proportion 
of  shoppers  from  Dorchester,  Mat- 
tapan and  Hyde  Park  which  further 
tends  to  weaken  the  identity  of 
Mount  Hope  as  part  of  Roslindale. 

2.  Lower  Washington 

Located  in  the  central  portion  of 
Roslindale,  the  Lower  Washington 
sub-area  is  bounded  by  the  Penn  Cen- 
tral tracks,  the  Arnold  Arboretum, 
Washington  Street,  and  Cummins 
Highway.  In  1970,  Lower  Washing- 
ton had  a  population  of  7,480,  down 
15%  from  1960,  primarily  because  of 
land  taking  in  the  Southwest  Corridor 
right-of-way  and  some  housing  aban- 
donment and  demolition  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  Archdale  Public  Housing 
Project  and  along  Washington  Street. 
This  area  along  Washington  Street 
also  contains  some  marginal  commer- 
cial establishments. 

In  1970,  there  were  1,740  dweUing 


units  in  Lower  Washington.  Based  on 
the  1973  survey,  approximately  40% 
of  the  units  needed  repairs  in  excess 
of  $1,000  each.  This  is  particularly 
unusual  considering  the  high  owner 
occupancy  rate  (86%)  in  this  area. 

The  proposed  construction  of  1-95 
and  subsequent  land  takings,  along 
with  the  abandonment  of  White  City 
and  deterioration  of  Pagel  Play- 
ground where  major  factors  in  the 
general  decline  of  this  section. 
Recently  the  Massachusetts  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Works  intensified  its 
efforts  to  resell  its  residential  and 
commercial  properties  to  private 
owners.  In  addition,  at  the  request  of 
local  residents,  E.  Denis  Walsh  was 
designated  as  developer  for  the  Weld 
School  and  has  begun  construction  to 
convert  it  into  14  low-income  elderly 
apartments  using  HUD  Section  8 
rental  subsidies. 

Recognizing  that  restoration  of  many 
previously  State-owned  properties 
would  require  extensive  renovations, 
the  City  of  Boston  has  designated  a 
portion  of  Lower  Washington  eligible 
for  HUD  Section  312  Loans  to  assist 
homeowners  in  defraying  the  cost  of 
rehabilitation.  Approximately 
$352,000  has  been  committed  to  this 
area  since  the  program's  inception  in 
May,  1977. 

Stores  along  upper  Washington  Street 
and  in  Roslindale  Square  serve  this 
area. 

3.  Centre-South 

Centre-South  is  one  of  the  more  af- 
fluent areas  of  the  City  with  a  1970 
median  family  of  $12,000  and  a 
population  of  6,570,  up  4%  from 
1960.  It  is  bounded  by  Centre  Street, 
the  Needham  Branch  Railroad, 
Roslindale  Square,  a  portion  of 
Washington  Street,  and  West  Rox- 
bury. 

Centre-South  is  one  of  the  oldest  sec- 
tions of  Roslindale.  It  contains  a 
number  of  fine  large  homes  and  a 
blend  of  post  World  War  II  housing 
which  is  generally  very  well  main- 
tained. 

Centre-South 's  population  composi- 
tion shows  an  older  population  with  a 
higher  proportion  over  60  (26%)  than 
the  City.  Of  the  1,995  housing  units 
counted  in  1970,  only  70  required 
repairs  in  excess  of  $1,000  each.  Most 


sturctures  in  Centre-South  were 
owner  occupied  (95%)  in  1973. 

Roslindale  Square,  on  the  eastern 
edge  of  this  area,  is  plagued  by  prob- 
lems associated  with  older  neighbor- 
hood centers  including  traffic  conges- 
tion, inconvenient  public  parking  and 
the  disappearance  of  retail  establish- 
ments and  chain  stores.  The  Square's 
largest  retailer,  Allen  Furniture, 
relocated  to  Needham  Heights  and 
sold  the  premises  to  the  Greek  Or- 
thodox Church  to  be  used  as  a  church 
and  religious  school  by  the  growing 
Roslindale/West  Roxbury  Greek 
parishoners.  The  long  term  presence 
of  the  vacant  Corey's  Market  in  the 
heart  of  this  retailing  center  has  had 
an  adverse  effect  on  the  remaining 
retailers  in  the  Square.  Further,  it  has 
inhibited  private  investment  in  other 
sections  of  the  Square  and  is  conse- 
quently threatening  the  economic 
future  of  this  commercial  area. 

However,  in  the  Spring  of  1979,  in- 
terest by  the  private  sector  began  to 
increase  and  the  outlook  is  much 
more  positive. 

The  previous  City  recommendations 
for  the  Square  have  been  carefully 
reviewed  and  the  City  is  looking  for 
mechanisms  to  fund  some  of  the  re- 
commended projects  such  as  the  re- 
construction of  South  Street. 

4.  Metropolitan  Hill  —  Beech 

Located  in  the  southern  portion  of 
RosHndale,  the  Metropolitan  Hill- 
Beech  area  is  bounded  by  the 
Needham  Branch  Railroad,  Cummins 
Highway,  West  Roxbury  Parkway 
and  Hyde  Park.  In  1970,  Metropoli- 
tan Hill-Beech  had  a  population  of 
15,740,  up  10%  from  1960,  due  pri- 
marily to  the  construction  of  High 
Point  Village  (540  units)  in  the  late 
1960's  and  scattered  single  family  new 
construction. 

In  1970,  5,525  dwelling  units  were 
counted  in  Metropolitan  Hill-Beech, 
of  which  410  (7%)  required  repairs  in 
excess  of  $1,000  each  in  1973.  Ninety- 
one  percent  of  the  units  in  this  area 
are  owner-occupied. 

Roslindale  Square  and  the  High  Point 
Village  shopping  center  serve  this  area 
along  with  the  Stop  &  Shop  American 
Legion  Center.  Many  residents  also 
travel  weekly  to  West  Roxbury  and 
Dedham  to  shop. 


The  area  is  characterized  primarily  by 
its  hilly,  steep  terrain,  narrow  streets 
and  well  maintained  single  and  two 
family  houses.  The  area,  once 
strongly  family  oriented  is  now  com- 
prised of  a  growing  number  of  single 
person  elderly  homeowners. 

Increased  traffic  volume  and  speed  by 
drivers  who  use  this  district's  narrow 
one-way  streets  as  through  routes  to 
Dedham,  Mattapan  and  the  South 
Shore  have  caused  considerable  con- 
cern among  local  residents.  Within 
the  past  two  years,  traffic  accidents  at 
key  intersections  have  increased  as 
have  pedestrian  injuries  resulting 
from  increased  traffic  on  local  streets. 
New  traffic  signals  have  recently  been 
installed  to  reduce  vehicular  speed. 


An  example  of  housing  in  Roslindale. 
Over  85%  of  the  homes  are  owner- 
occupied. 


B.  PAST  MAJOR  PUBLIC  AND 
PRIVATE  INVESTMENT 

(1968-1977) 

Since  1968,  the  major  thrust  of  the 
City's  Capital  Improvement  Program 
has  been  in  strengthening  Roslindale's 
neighborhoods  through  the  construc- 
tion and  renovation  of  community 
facilities  and  parks,  the  reconstruc- 
tion of  streets  and  the  replacement  of 
sewer  and  water  lines.  The  City  spent 
$870,500  on  rehabilitation  of  the 
Haley  Elementary  School,  $510,233 
for  the  Jennie  L.  Barron  Elementary 
School,  $299,000  for  the  Archdale 
Recreation  Building,  and  $720,000  for 
the  pool  at  Healy  Field.  During  this 
period,  three  parks  were  also  im- 
proved: (1)  Fallon  Field  received 
$345,000;  (2)  Healy  Field  — 
$220,000;  and  (3)  Parkman 
Playground  —  $84,000  (See  Public 
Facilities  map).  At  the  same  time. 


Comparative  Statistics 

—  Roslindale 

1970  U.S.  Census  Data 

Lower 

Centre- 

Metropolitan 

Roslindale 

Population 

Mt.  Hope 

Washington 

South 

Hill-Beech 

District 

City 

Total  1970 

3,269 

7,480 

6,570 

15,740 

32,911 

639,803 

Change  from  '60 

-1-18% 

-15% 

+  4% 

+  10% 

+  4% 

-8% 

Aged  15-19  yrs.-1970 

224 

493 

574 

1,352 

2,643 

60,900 

Change  from  '60 

-(-18% 

+  21% 

-30% 

+  21% 

+  8% 

-17% 

Aged  20-24  yrs.-1970 

312 

371 

465 

1,160 

2,308 

76,958 

Change  from  '60 

+  38% 

+  4% 

-14% 

+  26% 

+  14% 

+  14% 

Aged  65  yrs.  &  over- 1970 

579 

751 

1,413 

2,010 

4,630 

81,437 

Change  from  '60 

+  41% 

-5% 

0% 

+  14% 

+  13% 

-5% 

Income 

Median  Family 

NA 

$  9,300- 

$10,100- 

$  9,133 

10,000 

$12,000 

11,000 

$10,539 
(16,500-) 
1978* 

%  Families  under  $5,000 

NA 

16% 

6% 

12% 

NA 

22% 

Housing 

Total  Dwelling  Units 

1,219 

1,740 

1,995 

5,525 

10,479 

232,401 

Units  Needing  Repairs** 

in  excess  of  $1,000 

150 

600 

70 

410 

1,220 

67,102 

Owner-Occupied  Units 

51% 

86% 

95% 

91% 

88% 

27% 

Mobihty  of  Residems: 

People  in  same  house 

over  5  years-1970 

48% 

65% 

68% 

65% 

65% 

50% 

NA  =  Not  Available 

*  The  Plesser  Poll,  Ii^78. 

♦♦Boston  Housing  Insepction  Dept 

,  1973  Survey 

many  streets  were  reconstructed  or 
resurfaced,  six  streets  had  water  and 
sewer  line  improvements,  new 
sidewalks  and  new  lighting  were  in- 
stalled on  selected  streets  in  the 
district,  and  one  footway  was 
reconstructed. 

Sodium  vapor  Hghting  was  installed 
in  Roslindale  Square  at  a  cost  of 
$92,300.  Rehabilitation  of  the 
Municipal  Building  for  use  as  a 
health  center  was  completed  in  1977 
($180,000).  Over  1,800  homeowners 
have  participated  in  the  Housing 
Improvement  Program  which  offers 
20%  and  50%  rebates  for  certain 
repairs  to  owner  occupants  of  1-6 
unit  structures.  As  of  October,  1978, 
$352,000  was  encumbered  for  home 
improvements  in  Roslindale  under  the 
312  Loan  Program. 

Improvements  were  made  to  Adams 
Park  ($36,400),  the  Taft  Hill  Parking 
lot  was  reconstructed  ($120,000),  and 
a  new  parking  lot  was  constructed  on 
the  former  Rialto  Theater  site 
($195,000).  Under  the  Greening  of 
Boston  Program,  a  walkway,  benches 
and  trees  were  installed  on  the  Cum- 
m.ins  Highway  entrance  to  the 
Municipal  Building  ($7,500).  A  con- 
sultant contract  was  awarded  to 
Ryan,  Elliott/Charles  Hilgenhurst  for 
development  of  a  revitalization  pro- 
gram for  Roslindale  Square  ($28,000) 
which  is  one  basis  for  the  City's  long- 
range  improvement  program  for  the 
Square. 


The  119  unit  CHffmont  Street  Elderly 
Housing  Development  was  opened  in 
June,  1977  by  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority  (BHA).  Sidewalks  on  CHff- 
mont and  Canterbury  Streets  have 
been  reconstructed  to  complement 
construction  of  this  housing. 

C.  1978  PUBLIC  INVESTMENT 
PROGRAM 

The  1978  public  investment  program 
concentrates  in  four  areas:  (1)  hous- 
ing; (2)  commercial  area  revitaliza- 
tion; (3)  capital  improvements;  and 
(4)  human  services. 

1.  Housing 

The  Housing  Improvement  Program 
(HIP)  which  provides  20%  rebates 
for  rehabilitation  of  1-6  unit  owner- 
occupied  structures,  will  be  available 
throughout  Roslindale  for  the  rehab- 
ihtation  of  approximately  300  build- 
ings ($325,000).  Fifty  (50%)  percent 
rebates  are  available  to  homeowners 
over  65  years  of  age. 

The  Washington/Beech  Street  Public 
Housing  Project  will  receive  $300,000 
for  repairs  to  the  boiler,  and  recrea- 
tional site  improvements.  Security 
screens  for  units  occupied  by  the 
elderly  are  included  under  this  fund- 
ing. Also  budgeted  is  $231,000  for 
security  screens  and  exterior  improve- 
ments at  the  Archdale  Housing  Proj- 
ect, and  $42,700  for  renovation  of  the 
recreational  center  which  is  adjacent 
to  the  development. 


2.  Commercial  Area  Revitalization 

The  City's  effort  toward  commercial 
area  revitalization  includes  a  number 
of  improvements  to  Roslindale 
Square:  (a)  Continuation  of  the  police 
footpatrol  program  ($84,315);  (b) 
RosHndale  Association  for  Commun- 
ity Development  ($25,000);  (c)  Re- 
store ($10,000);  and  (d)  Redesign  of 
South  Street  ($40,000). 

3.  Capital  Improvements 

Capital  improvements  include 
sidewalk  reconstruction  on  Seymour 
Street  ($33,000),  street  resurfacing 
and  sidewalk  reconstruction  through- 
out Roslindale  ($150,000),  installation 
of  trees  ($10,000),  and  ramps  for  the 
elderly  at  the  Municipal  Building 
($5,000). 

4.  Human  Services 

Roslindale  has  a  very  large  elderly 
population  as  well  as  a  sizeable  youth 
population.  Funding  reflects  their 
needs:  Parkway  Boys'  Club  renova- 
tion to  the  bowHng  alley  ($40,000), 
YAC  Employment  Project  ($25,000), 
Greater  Roslindale  Health  Center 
($37,000),  Parkway  Friends  of  the 
Retarded,  Inc.  ($15,000),  and  Senior 
Shuttle  ($17,000). 
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III.  Planning  and 
Development  Issues/ 
Recommended  Strategies 

A.  ROSLINDALE  SQUARE 
Issue 

Roslindale  Square,  at  the  crossroads 
of  the  southwestern  part  of  the  City, 
has  shown  signs  of  decHne  during  the 
past  decade.  Increasing  traffic  con- 
gestion, the  lack  of  convenient  off- 
street  public  parking,  and  retail  store 
turnovers  to  less  desirable  uses  are  the 
major  problems  of  the  Square.  Small 
building  and  lot  sizes  contribute  to 
obsolescence  and  inefficiency  in  the 
Square  along  with  the  confusing, 
often  nonexistent  relationship  be- 
tween owners  of  buildings  and  the  re- 
tail tenants. 

Over  the  years,  property  has  not  been 
adequately  maintained  and  faulty 
store  management  has  contributed  to 
the  Square's  decline.  In  addition,  the 
right-of-way  of  the  Needham  Branch 
(Penn  Central)  Railroad  continues  to 
be  an  unattractive  feature  in  the 
Square  with  a  poorly  maintained 
parking  lot  and  accessory  buildings. 
Vandalism  and  store  window  breaks 
have  also  been  a  constant  problem  in 
the  Square,  although  recent  efforts  by 
police  footpatrolmen  have  led  to  a 
decline  in  vandalism. 

Arson  has  been  a  major  factor  in  the 
physical  decline  of  Roslindale  Square. 
The  1975  fire  which  destroyed 
Corey's  Market  and  adjoining  stores 
has  produced  a  boarded -up,  unattrac- 
tive retail  property  along  Corinth 
Street.  In  January  1978,  the  former 
Parke  Snow's  building  had  to  be  de- 
molished after  a  severe  fire,  resulting 
in  a  gaping  hole  between  South  and 
Corinth  Streets.  Understandably,  in- 
vestor confidence  has  been  severely 
shaken  by  these  two  incidents. 

Because  of  these  reasons,  Roslindale 
Square  has  been  unable  to  attract 
shoppers  and  has  lost  business  to 
many  of  the  outlying  shopping 
centers  such  as  Dedham  Mall, 
American  Legion  Highway  Center 
and  West  Roxbury. 

Recent  improvements  which  should 
result  in  an  upswing  in  the  Square 
have  been  noted.  The  City  of  Boston 
has  completed  construction  of  an 
80-car  parking  facility  with  new 


Roslindale  Square,  corner  of  Cohasset  and  Corinth  Streets.  This  corner  will  be 
redeveloped  as  the  new  location  of  the  Suffolk  Franklin  Savings  Bank. 


lighting  on  Taft  Hill  and  the  Rialto 
Theater  has  been  demolished  and 
replaced  by  a  needed  off-street  park- 
ing lot.  In  addition,  the  Suffolk 
Franklin  Bank  has  plans  to  expand  in 
the  Square,  and  the  Federal  General 
Services  Administration  has  also  ex- 
pressed a  desire  to  rent  additional 
space. 

A  consultant  contract  for  revitaliza- 
tion  of  the  Square  awarded  to  Ryan, 
Elliot/Charles  Hilgenhurst  to  explore 
the  potential  for  attracting  new 
development  and  to  increase  the 
drawing  capacity  of  existing 
businesses  was  completed  in  1977. 
The  Roslindale  Association  for  Com- 
munity Development  (RACD)  was  in- 
strumental in  initiating  this  program 
and  worked  closely  with  the  consul- 
tant and  City  staff  throughout  the 
contract  performance.  In  1979,  a  sec- 
ond consultant,  Harrington,  Keefe 
and  Schork  updated  those  initial  re- 
commendations and  developed  an 
overall  strategy  for  the  Square.  The 
strategy  included  improved  traffic  cir- 
culation, development  of  a  pedes- 
trian-oriented mall  on  the  Parke 
Snow  lot,  storefront  renovation,  and 
financial  incentives  to  encourage 
private  investment. 

Strategies 

The  deteriorating  economic  condi- 
tions in  Roslindale  Square  have 
reached  a  magnitude  where  it  is  no 
longer  accurate  to  assume  that  private 
investment  can,  and  will,  reverse  the 
declining  trends  without  major  public 
financial  and  capital  support. 


In  the  past  the  City's  investment  in 
Roslindale  Square  has  been  largely 
confined  to  providing  improved  park- 
ing and  street  lighting  with  modest  in- 
vestment in  cosmetic  commercial 
renovations.  The  intention,  obviously, 
was  to  spur  private  revitalization 
through  supportive  public  actions. 

The  prolonged  vacancy  at  Corey's 
Market,  coupled  with  the  continued 
loss  of  primary  retailers  and  finally, 
the  demolition  of  the  Parke  Snow 
building  indicate  the  need  for  a  sub- 
stantial change  in  the  City's  policy 
with  respect  to  its  role  in  stimulating 
revitalization  in  Roslindale  Square. 

Engineering  and  initial  design  draw- 
ings for  South  Street  are  expected  to 
be  completed  in  1979.  This  project  is 
funded  for  $40,000  from  the  City's 
Capital  Budget.  During  the  design 
process,  the  City  should  secure  con- 
struction funds  so  that  the  improve- 
ments can  be  made  as  quickly  as  pos- 
sible. 

The  inclusion  of  Roslindale  Square  in 
the  City's  five-year  Comprehensive 
Economic  Development  Strategy 
(CEDS)  indicates  a  seriousness  on  the 
City's  part  to  aggressively  assist  com- 
mercial revitalization  of  Roslindale 
Square.  It  is  necessary  that  the  City 
pursue  all  options  to  achieve  this  in- 
cluding the  preparation  of  an  Urban 
Development  Action  Grant  (UDAG) 
application  to  HUD,  if  necessary. 
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Roslindale  Square. 

Additionally,  there  is  a  need  to 
develop  a  merchandising  strategy  to 
complement  physical  development  ac- 
tivities which  are  expected  to  be 
underway  in  Roslindale  Square.  The 
proUferation  of  second-hand  thrift 
stores  needs  to  be  checked  and  retail 
diversification  encouraged  along  with 
improved  marketing,  layout,  display 
and  advertising  techniques. 

Many  of  the  recommendations  con- 
tained in  the  consultant  reports  can 
only  be  achieved  with  community 
consensus  and  involvement. 

The  City  of  Boston,  through  its  Com- 
munity Development  Program  should 
commit  funds  toward  reducing  the  re- 
quired local  share  needed  to  obtain 
matching  grants  and  loans.  Intensive 
efforts  are  needed  to  coordinate  £ill 
financing  programs,  i.e.,  Small  Busi- 
ness Administration,  CDBG,  and  pri- 
vate resources  in  order  to  maximize 
their  impact. 

The  City,  through  the  Business 
District  Amenities  Program,  should 
install  street  trees,  benches  and  trash 
receptacles  at  selected  locations  in  the 
Square  to  enhance  its  attractiveness. 


IVeld  School  Elderly  Housing.  Fourteen  units  are  under  construction  and  will  be  com- 
pleted in  the  summer  of  1979. 


The  Boston  Police  Department, 
through  the  Federally  funded  foot- 
patrol  program  and  the  monthly  com- 
munity relations  meetings,  will  con- 
tinue to  deal  with  problems  of  van- 
daUsm  and  teenage  disorder  in  the 
Square  which  have  been  reduced 
recently  through  these  effective  pro- 
grams. The  continued  cooperation  of 
residents  and  merchants  in  alerting 
the  poUce  to  suspicious  conditions 
will  increase  their  rate  of  success  in 
combatting  these  problems. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  City  ac- 
tively promote  its  Storefront  Im- 
provement Program  (Restore)  which 
offers  an  incentive  of  cash  rebates  for 
improvements  in  RosHndale  Square. 

B.  SOUTHWEST  CORRIDOR 

Issues 

The  proposed  construction  in  1964  of 
the  Southwest  link  of  1-95  did  much 
to  destroy  a  once  stable  neighbor- 
hood. Land  takings  along  the  Penn 
Central  line  by  the  State  Department 
of  Public  Works  (DPW)  have  pro- 
duced tracts  of  vacant  land  where 
houses  were  demolished  to  provide  a 
right-of-way  for  the  road,  which  was 
cancelled  in  1972.  In  the  interim 
homeowners  reacted  by:  (1)  selling 
quickly  and  often  at  a  market  loss  on 
the  private  market;  (2)  deferring 
regular  maintenance  and  renovation 
until  the  future  was  clear;  or  (3) 
eagerly  selling  to  DPW  to  liquidate 


their  houses,  leaving  abandoned 
homes  which  were  then  boarded-up 
and  occasionally  demolished. 

Public  facilities,  such  as  Cardillo 
Playground,  Pagel  Playground,  the 
Weld  School  and  the  Cummins  High- 
way/Canterbury Street  bridges  were 
allowed  to  deteriorate  extensively. 
Vandalism  is  now  common  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  and  the  accumulation 
of  debris  is  unsightly.  Neighborhood 
confidence  and  pride  have  been 
severely  shaken. 

In  June,  1977,  construction  was  com- 
pleted of  a  119  unit  BHA  elderly 
housing  development  on  Cliffmont 
Street.  This  represents  the  first  effort 
to  reuse  this  land.  Individual  parcels 
have  been  sold  in  the  past  year  to 
private  owners  who  have  agreed  to 
rehabilitate  the  properties.  The  re- 
maining corridor  land  should  be  re- 
used to  meet  Roslindale's  needs  on  a 
priority  basis. 

The  312  Loan  Program,  which  offers 
a  3%  interest  rate  for  home  im- 
provements, has  been  made  available 
to  this  area  on  a  limited  basis  since 
May,  1977.  Over  $350,000  in  loans 
have  been  approved  by  HUD  for  the 
Roslindale  area. 
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Children  playing  outside  of  the  Archdale  Public  Housing  Project.  Renovation  of  recrea- 
tion facilities  adjacent  to  the  development  is  scheduled  at  a  cost  of  $42,  700. 


The  vacant  Weld  School  and  its  adja- 
cent playground  had  been  extensively 
vandalized  and  used  by  local  youth  as 
a  place  to  drink  and  aggravate 
residents  with  their  noise,  etc.  At  the 
request  of  local  residents,  the  State 
advertised  for  developers  and  selected 
E.  Denis  Walsh  to  rehabilitate  the 


Weld  School  into  14  units  of  elderly 
housing.  Construction  began  in  Oc- 
tober, 1978,  and  occupancy  is 
scheduled  for  Summer  1979. 


Strategies 

The  scarcity  of  local  recreational 
facilities  in  the  Southwest  Corridor 
area  must  be  addressed.  The  MDC 
should  be  encouraged  to  relocate  Car- 
dillo  Playground  to  457-485  Hyde 
Park  Avenue.  This  parcel  is  vacant, 
adjacent  to  the  Barron  School,  and 
owned  by  the  Department  of  Public 
Works.  Since  the  MDC  may  not  be 
willing  to  continue  providing  neigh- 
borhood parks,  the  City  should  con- 
sider developing  this  new  facility. 
Play  equipment  on  the  present  site  at 
Blakemore  St. /Hyde  Park  Avenue 
should  be  removed  and  a  commercial 
re-use  be  considered. 

Pagel  Playground,  an  existing  eyesore 
in  this  community,  had  been  sched- 
uled for  improvements  which  were 
postponed  due  to  uncertainty  of 
financing  new  housing  on  the  White 
City  site.  Section  8  subsidies  are  now 
assured  for  the  development  of  a  75 
unit  elderly  complex  here.  Tennis 
facilities  on  this  site  could  be 
reconstructed  and  expanded  to  in- 
clude additional  courts. 

The  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
and  the  Mayor's  Office  of  Housing 
should  continue  to  work  closely  with 
the  Massachusetts  Department  of 
Public  Works  to  see  that  the  re- 
maining State-owned  property  in  Ros- 
lindale  is  disposed  of  in  a  manner 
most  beneficial  to  stabilizing  the 
area's  residential  quality.  The  recent 
success  with  the  Cliffmont  Housing 
and  the  Weld  School  by  no  means  in- 
dicate that  housing  vitality  is  assured 
along  the  Southwest  Corridor. 

The  initial  success  in  spending  312 
Loan  funds  indicates  the  need  for  ad- 
ditional funding.  In  many  instances, 
because  of  prolonged  abandonment, 
many  homes  now  require  between 
$10,000  and  $25,000  in  repairs  to  ma- 
jor plumbing,  heating  and  electrical 
systems,  in  addition  to  exterior 
renovations.  Without  the  availability 
of  low  interest  home  improvement 
money,  and  because  of  the  reluctance 
of  the  banking  community  to  lend 
conventional  financing  for  such  ques- 
tionable structures,  neighborhood 
stabilization  cannot  be  achieved. 

Every  effort  should  be  made  to  en- 
courage full  utilization  of  the  Hous- 
ing Improvement  Program  by 
homeowners  on  the  fringe  of  the 
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Southwest  Corridor  to  undertake 
home  improvements  which  were 
deferred  due  to  the  uncertainties  of 
the  immediate  neighborhood. 

The  DPW/MBTA  should  be  encour- 
aged to  begin   major  renovations  to 
the  bridges  over  the  Penn  Central  on 
Cummins  Highway,  Canterbury 
Street  and  Blakemore  Street. 

C.  HOUSING  REHABILITATION 

Issues 

After  a  period  of  sluggish  real  estate 
activity  between  1974  and  1976,  the 
private  housing  market  has  picked 
up,  and  real  estate  interest  in  Roslin- 
dale  has  increased  substantially, 
reflecting  a  return  of  investor  con- 
fidence in  RosUndale's  future.  There 
have  been  a  large  number  of  homes 
sold  to  people  of  Greek  descent,  and 
this  group  is  becoming  increasingly 
evident  in  the  commercial  area  as 
small,  specialty  shops  open  which 
cater  to  ethnic  tastes.  The  conversion 
of  a  former  store  into  a  Greek  Ortho- 
dox Church  is  a  further  sign  of  com- 
munity attachment. 

The  City's  Home  Improvement  Pro- 
gram (HIP)  has  been  heavily  sub- 
scribed to  by  residents  of  RosUndale. 
Over  1,800  owners  have  applied  for 
this  program.  The  1978  HIP  offered 
a  50%  rebate  to  elderly  homeowners. 

In  the  light  of  the  average  age  and 
size  of  RosUndale's  housing  stock,  it 
is  important  that  this  program  be 
continued  and  expanded,  particularly 
so  that  new  homeowners  will  continue 
to  invest  in  Roslindale  and  so  that  ex- 
isting owners  will  not  be  pressured  to 
sell  simply  because  they  cannot  afford 
needed  improvements. 

Aside  from  homes  in  the  Southwest 
Corridor,  the  housing  stock  is  gener- 
ally in  good  condition.  The  triple 
deckers  on  the  major  arterial  streets 
are  in  need  of  repair,  however,  and 
12%  of  the  houses  in  the  Lower 
Washington  district  need  major 
rehabilitation. 

The  two  public  housing  projects 
located  in  Roslindale  offer  a  marked 
contrast  to  the  pride  evident  in  the 
private  housing  stock.  The  Archdale 
Project,  located  off  Washington 
Street  in  the  northern  edge  of  Roslin- 
dale is  in  deplorable  condition. 
Ground  floor  units  are  completely 


boarded-up  and  vacancy  rates  for  this 
project  run  as  high  as  40%.  Living 
conditions  in  many  of  the  units  are 
unspeakable.  The  Boston  Housing 
Authority  has  consistently  failed  to 
provide  minimal  maintenance  to  the 
point  that  conditions  may  necessitate 
substantial  rehabilitation  in  this 
predominantly  minority-occupied 
housing  development. 

In  the  Washington/Beech  Street  Proj- 
ect, on  the  southern  edge  of  Roslin- 
dale, conditions  are  somewhat  better 
than  in  Archdale  although  there  has 
been  a  noticeable  rate  of  deterioration 
in  recent  years  as  elderly  occupants 
have  moved  out  and  have  been 
replaced  by  families.  Tenants  of  this 
project,  with  local  homeowners  and 
tenants  of  the  adjacent  Highpoint 
Village  Development,  have  formed  a 
community  development  corporation 
and  are  working  in  a  concentrated 
manner  to  improve  living  conditions 
at  Washington/Beech. 

The  key  to  the  future  of  RosUndale's 
housing  stock  Hes  in  its  ability  to  at- 
tract young  famiUes  to  the  commun- 
iity  where  transportation,  commercial, 
recreation  and  cultural  opportunities 
are  oriented  toward  family  needs. 
Much  of  RosUndale's  population  is 
elderly  and  the  district  appears  to  be 
losing  young  families  to  the  suburbs. 
The  current  housing  stock  is  ideally 
suited  to  both  the  taste  and  pocket- 
book  of  new  homeowners,  who  are 
looking  for  the  charm  of  architectural 
features  of  older  homes  within 
affordable  price  levels  and  in  attrac- 
tive settings.  Pride  in  ownership  is 
evident  throughout  Roslindale  and 
should  be  promoted  to  attract  poten- 
tial investors  to  consider  locating 
here. 

Strategies 

Continuation  of  the  Housing  Im- 
provement Program  (20%  and  50% 
elderly  rebate  program)  is  essential 
for  the  rehabilitation  and  constant 
upkeep  of  RosUndale's  housing  stock 
particularly  with  the  threat  of  tax  in- 
creases looming  and  inflation  contin- 
uing. It  is  recommended  that  Lower 
Washington  Street  and  the  Southwest 
Corridor  section  be  targeted  for  addi- 
tional 312  Loan  Programs. 

In  the  past  years,  modernization 
funds  have  been  committed  to  the 
BHA  for  needed  improvements  at  the 


Archdale  and  Washington/Beech 
Projects.  The  BHA  contends  that 
staff  and  budget  limitations  impair 
their  abiUty  to  perform  the  work.  If 
such  is  the  case,  sufficient  allocation 
for  administrative  expenses  to  insure 
program  implementation  is  of  utmost 
importance  if  these  projects  are  to  be 
salvaged.  Recent  court -ordered  BHA 
administrative  hirings  are  a  step  for- 
ward. 

Conditions  in  the  Archdale  Project 
deteriorated  to  the  point  where  a 
complete  analysis  needs  to  be  under- 
taken and  a  thorough  master  plan 
developed  for  the  project's  recon- 
struction. Immediate  steps  should  be 
taken  by  the  BHA  to  consolidate 
tenants  in  the  most  habitable  build- 
ings and  relocate  all  others  to  livable 
units  in  BHA  properties.  CDBG 
modernization  crews  should  be  as- 
signed to  Archdale  to  improve  the  oc- 
cupied units  so  that  they  can  continue 
to  remain  open  for  tenancy. 

It  is  imperative  that  the  BHA  assign 
additional  full-time  maintenance  staff 
to  the  Washington/Beech  Project  so 
that  living  conditions  do  not  deter- 
iorate further.  In  addition,  a  com- 
plete CDBG  modernization  crew 
should  be  assigned  to  this  Project  for 
a  minimum  of  4-6  months  to  renovate 
the  vacant  apartments  so  that  they 
can  be  occupied  again. 

The  City  should  develop  a 
promotional  brochure  and/or  poster 
which  demonstrates  the  attractive 
features  of  Roslindale  for  unfamiliar 
potential  investors.  This  will  also  help 
to  stimulate  community  pride  and  to 
stem  the  outflow  of  young  famiUes  to 
the  suburbs. 

D.  ELDERLY  HOUSING 

Issues 

The  housing  needs  of  the  elderly  con- 
tinue to  demand  attention.  Aged  per- 
sons pay  a  disproportionately  high 
percentage  of  their  fixed  incomes  for 
shelter,  with  a  concomitant  curtail- 
ment of  expenditures  for  other  essen- 
tials —  including  food,  health  care, 
clothing,  transportation,  etc.  Many 
elders  are  also  living  in  physically  in- 
adequate dwelUngs  and  in  undesirable 
environments,  such  as  in  high  crime 
areas,  adjacent  to  nuisances  (noise 
and  air  pollution),  and  distant  from 
transit,  shopping  and  community 
facilities. 


16 


Cliffmont  Elderly  Housing.  Opened  in  June,  1977,  it  contains  119  units. 


In  1970,  15.3%  of  Roslindale's 
population  was  over  65  years  com- 
pared to  12.8%  in  the  City  as  a 
whole.  The  waiting  list  for  Boston 
Housing  Authority  elderly  units  is 
very  long  and  it  may  take  2-3  years 
before  someone  on  that  list  is  placed 
in  one  of  the  City's  housing 
developments.  Up  to  June,  1977, 
Roslindale  did  not  have  an  exclusive 
BHA  project  for  the  elderly  although 
a  section  of  the  Washington/Beech 


Project  has  been  traditionally  oc- 
cupied by  elderly  tenants. 
Roslindale's  senior  citizens  currently 
place  their  names  on  waiting  lists  for 
BHA  projects  for  the  elderly  in  Hyde 
Park,  West  Roxbury  and  other 
districts. 

In  June,  1977,  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority  opened  119  units  of  elderly 
housing  along  Cliffmont  Street  in  the 
Southwest  Corridor.  Also,  in  1975, 


the  Massachusetts  Housing  Finance 
Agency  financed  the  conversion  of  1 
Conway  Street  to  28  elderly  units.  In 
addition,  the  Weld  School  will  pro- 
vide 14  units  of  elderly  housing  when 
rehabilitation  is  complete  in  Summer 
1979. 

E.  CAPITAL  IMPROVEMENTS  & 
PUBLIC  FACILITIES 

Issues 

Many  of  Roslindale's  parks,  streets 
and  utilities  are  in  need  of  replace- 
ment or  repair.  Specific  park  and 
recreation  issues  include  the  lack  of  a 
tot  lot  and  playground  area  at  the 
Washington/Beech  Public  Housing 
Project  and  the  need  for  fencing 
around  the  basketball  court  at  Healy 
Field.  Existing  recreation  facilities  for 
the  Archdale  Project  residents  are  in- 
adequate for  current  needs.  In  addi- 
tion, there  are  no  playground 
facilities  for  children  in  the  Mt. 
Hope/Southwest  Corridor  area  of 
Roslindale. 

Strategies 

BRA  projections  indicate  that  Roslin- 
dale's population  will  remain  stable  at 
35,000  people  over  the  next  decade. 
To  insure  this  stability  improvements 
are  necessary  to  the  district's  parks, 
schools,  streets,  and  water  lines. 


Healy  Field.  Pool  improvements  costing  over  $700,000  were  completed  in  Summer,  1979. 
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There  are  several  parcels  of  vacant 
land  along  Washington  Street  which 
could  be  developed  into  recreation 
sites.  These  parcels  are  located  at 
Elven  Road  and  Claxton  Street. 
Possible  uses  include  a  tot  lot/sitting 
area  and  a  basketball  court,  respec- 
tively. As  previously  mentioned,  the 
property  adjacent  to  the  Barron 
School  should  be  developed  for  active 
recreation. 

The  Roslindale  district  has  been  the 
recent  recipient  of  large  capital  expen- 
ditures for  its  local  playgrounds.  It 
has  become  increasingly  apparent  that 
the  continued  expenditure  of  capital 
funds  for  parks  and  recreation  sites  in 
this  district  will  be  largely  wasted 
unless  adequate  and  regular 
maintenance  is  increased  so  that 
minor  repairs  do  not  become  capital 
expenditures  or  eyesores  causing 
neighborhood  decline  and  loss  of 
community  pride. 


F.  TRANSIT  DEVELOPMENT: 
NEEDHAM  BRANCH 

Issues 

Roslindale  is  located  close  to  the  end 
of  the  City's  mass  transit  network, 
with  connections  to  Forest  Hills 
MBTA  Station  by  bus  service  only. 

The  proposed  extension  of  the 
Orange  Line  along  the  Needham 
Branch  Railroad  from  Forest  Hills 
has  been  warmly  accepted  by  most 
residents  in  Roslindale  although  there 
has  been  considerable  discussion  of 
the  type  of  service  (i.e.,  rapid  transit 
versus  upgraded  commuter  line),  and 
the  location  of  stations  within  Roslin- 
dale. 

The  reconstruction  of  the  Orange 
Line  from  Forest  Hills  to  South  Cove 
has  begun  and  will  extend  through 
1983.  During  this  period,  commuter 
trains  on  the  Needham  Branch  will  be 
terminated  and  alternative  bus  service 
substituted.  During  this  shutdown, 
station  reconstruction  in  Roslindale 
will  be  undertaken. 


Strategies 

The  City,  the  BRA  and  the  MBTA 
are  working  closely  with  local  groups 
on  the  final  determination  of  the  type 
of  service  and  station  locations  for 
the  proposed  extension  line.  The  BRA 
expects  to  be  working  closely  with  the 
MBTA  on  joint  development  studies 
at  the  various  station  stops  in  both 
Roslindale  and  West  Roxbury  in 
order  to  stimulate  commercial  growth 
along  with  improved  transit. 

The  firm  of  C.E.  Maguire  & 
Associates  has  been  preparing  for  the 
MBTA  an  Envirormiental  Impact 
Statement  for  the  extension  of  rapid 
transit  from  Forest  Hills  through 
Roslindale  and  West  Roxbury  to 
Route  128  in  Needham.  This  report 
has  been  delayed  because  of  con- 
troversy in  the  Town  of  Needham 
over  the  terminal  point  of  the  rapid 
transit  line. 
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VI.  Summary  of  Proposed 
Three-Year  Improvement 
Program  (1979-1981) 

The  proposed  1979-1981  Neighbor- 
hood Improvement  Program  for 
Roslindale  recommends  that  the  City 
preserve  this  neighborhood's  resi- 
dential integrity  by  addressing  the 
deteriorating  conditions  of  Roslindale 
Square,  and  the  Archdale  and 
Washington/Beech  Public  Housing 
Projects.  In  the  past,  public  expen- 
ditures in  RosUndale  have  been  con- 
fined to  modest  capital  improvements 
because  of  the  level  of  need  for 
assistance  and  because  of  fiscal  con- 
straints. It  is  strongly  recommended, 
however,  that  the  City  revise  its 
poHcy  with  respect  to  financial  invest- 
ment in  RosUndale  so  as  to  attract  the 
needed  private  capital  to  revitalize 
and  stabilize  this  community.  In  par- 
ticular, it  is  recommended  that  the 
City  seek  additional  funding  sources 
from  the  State  and  Federal  govern- 
ments to  finance  the  intensity  of 
development  projects  recommended 
for  the  coming  years. 

It  is  equally  important  that  the  City 
continue  to  address  Roslindale 's 
overall  need  for  housing  renovations, 
street  and  utility  systems'  im- 
provements, and  park  maintenance. 
Human  service  programs  are  an  in- 
creasing need  in  Roslindale,  par- 
ticularly for  elderly,  teenage  and 
lower  income  residents  and  should 
receive  adequate  funding. 

The  following  is  the  proposed 
1979-1981  Neighborhood  Improve- 
ment Program  for  RosUndale: 

A.  ROSLINDALE  SQUARE 
REVITALIZATION 

The  City  should  undertake  improve- 
ments to  develop  a  mall  between 
South  and  Cornith  Streets  to 
eUminate  an  unsightly  vacant  lot  and 
to  bolster  the  flagging  confidence  of 
Roslindale  in  its  commercial  area. 
Continued  poUce  patrols  will  be  in- 
tegral in  preventing  further  retail  loss, 
and  merchants  should  be  encouraged 
to  participate  in  the  Restore  Program 
wherever  possible.  Commercial  re- 
vitalization  of  RosUndale  Square 
should  be  a  City  priority.  Private  in- 
vestment should  be  actively  encour- 
aged. 
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Archdale  Public  Housing.  Exterior  improvements  and  security  screens  totalling  $231,000 
were  funded  in  the  1978  Program.  This  development  requires  extensive  rehabilitation. 


B.  RESIDENTIAL  STABILITY 

1 .  HIP  should  be  extended  so  that  a 
larger  percentage  of  the  housing  stock 
can  be  renovated  to  maintain  the 
overaU  quality  of  housing  in  Roslin- 
dale and  increase  pride  in  the 
neighborhood.  The  area  immediately 
surrounding  the  Southwest  Corridor 
and  Lower  Washington  Street  should 
be  heavily  emphasized  along  with 
Belgrade  Avenue,  from  Roslindale 
Square  to  the  West  Roxbury  line. 
Particular  attention  should  be  given 
to  encouraging  HIP  participants  to 
make  cost  saving  energy  related  im- 
provements as  these  will  also  entitle 
them  to  Federal  tax  credits. 

2.  Additional  312  Loans  should  be 
made  available  in  the  portion  of 
Roslindale  from  the  Jamaica  Plain 
border  along  Washington  Street  to 
Cummins  Highway  and  along  Hyde 
Park  Avenue  to  the  Hyde  Park 
border. 

3.  A  promotional  program  for 
Roslindale  should  be  developed  using 
City  seed  money.  This  program 
should  highlight  the  area  as  a  sound 
investment  and  reinforce  a  sense  of 
pride  and  confidence  so  that  present 


owners  will  be  encouraged  to  con- 
tinue to  maintain  their  residency.  This 
program  should  be  multi-faceted  and 
include:  (1)  a  series  of  conferences 
with  local  banks,  realtors  and  com- 
munity leaders;  (2)  public  information 
material  such  as  posters  or  brochures 
on  the  positive  aspects  of  Roslindale; 
and  (3)  media  presentations  such  as 
newspaper  articles  and  TV  news  items 
which  again  illustrate  the  neighbor- 
hood's quality  as  a  desirable  place  to 
live. 

4.  The  former  Roslindale  High 
School  should  be  included  in  the 
City's  Housing  Assistance  Program  as 
a  preferred  site  for  much  needed  el- 
derly housing.  The  building  has  been 
vacant  since  September,  1976,  and 
assuming  that  there  is  not  a  high 
priority  school  reuse,  it  should  be 
released  by  the  School  Department 
for  conversion  to  housing.  HUD's 
Section  202  elderly  program  may  be 
applicable  if  a  qualified  non-profit 
development  corporation  undertook 
the  project. 
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5.  Roslindale's  two  public  housing 
projects,  Archdale  and  Washington/ 
Beech,  are  in  need  of  extensive 
rehabilitation.  Of  the  two,  Archdale 
is  more  critical  and  existing  residents 
should  be  consolidated  into  the  2  or  3 
most  habitable  buildings  while  the  re- 
maining buildings  are  remodeled, 
building  by  building.  The  seriousness 
of  these  housing  conditions  cannot  be 
understated.  The  racial  imbalance  of 
the  Archdale  Project  can  only  be  ad- 
dressed in  conjunction  with  substan- 
tial rehabilitation  of  the  housing  units 
and  a  range  of  human  services  pro- 
grams. Recreational  facilities  at  Arch- 
dale need  to  be  developed  for  all  age 
ranges. 

Conditions  at  Washington/Beech 
have  deteriorated  rapidly  over  the 
past  five  years,  and  modernization 
funds  are  badly  needed  to  restore 
pride  to  this  project.  The  Project 
should  be  assigned  a  full-time 
modernization  repair  crew  so  that  va- 
cant units  can  be  readied  for  oc- 
cupancy and  not  left  open  to  further 
vandalism.  The  cooperation  of  the 
Washington  Hills  Association,  a  local 
non-profit  corporation  of  tenants  of 
Washington/Beech  and  private  resi- 
dents, with  Boston  Housing  Author- 
ity officials  is  essential  if  further 
deterioration  is  to  be  avoided.  The 
Association's  success  in  implementing 
a  security  program  at  the  project  and 
in  generating  service  programs  should 
be  encouraged  to  continue  while  the 
BHA  makes  capital  improvements  in 
a  systematic  way  to  the  project's 
physical  plant. 

6.  Within  the  Southwest  Corridor, 
State-owned  property  should  be  re- 
sold and  certain  parcels  restricted  for 
recreation  uses.  New  construction, 
where  possible,  should  be  encour- 
aged, particularly  when  it  provides 
elderly  housing.  Pubhc  Works  im- 
provements to  street  and  utility 
systems  should  be  coordinated  to  en- 
courage private  restoration  in  this 
corridor.  A  review  of  existing  land 
uses  of  DPW-owned  property  should 
also  be  undertaken  to  determine  if 
some  commercial  property  should  be 
rezoned  for  residential  use.  Extension 
of  the  312  Loan  Program  in  this  area 
is  strongly  recommended.  Intensive 
planning  efforts  are  needed  for  the 
Needham  Branch  extension  of  the 
MBTA. 


C.  PUBLIC  IMPROVEMENTS/ 
MAINTENANCE 

Several  vacant  lots  along  Washington 
Street  should  be  developed  as  recrea- 
tion sites  for  the  lower  Washington 
Street  area  and  improvements  made 
to  Healy  Field  and  the  former  basket- 
ball courts  in  the  Archdale  Project.  A 
tot  lot  should  be  developed  in  Arch- 
dale's  complex  and  the  adjacent  re- 
creation center  should  be  re-opened. 

Most  importantly,  the  existing  recrea- 
tion facihties  need  to  be  regularly 
maintained  and  repaired.  The  success 
of  playgrounds  is  dependent  on  a 
good  maintenance  program.  Items 
such  as  broken  swings,  torn  chain 
link  fencing  and  missing  play  equip- 
ment should  be  replaced  and  main- 
tained regularly. 

The  Pagel  Playground  and  adjacent 
vacant  lot  should  be  developed  into  a 
modern  6-8  court  tennis  facility.  Pro- 
perty adjacent  to  the  Barron  School 
should  be  developed  into  a  children's 
play  area  and  the  Cardillo  Play- 
ground reused  for  commercial  prop- 
erty. 

The  recently  constructed  public  park- 
ing lots  should  also  be  carefully  main- 
tained so  that  they  will  not  become 
glass-littered  lots  known  only  for 
their  vandaUsm.  In  addition,  the  Taft 
Hill  Lot  should  be  privately  managed 
through  the  Roslindale  Board  of 
Trade  or  other  local  organization  to 
curb  vandalism  and  control  illegal 
parking.  The  regular  enforcement  of 
a  2-hour  parking  limit  for  on-street 
parking  in  the  Square  should  be  ac- 
tively carried  out  by  poHce. 
Roslindale's  street  and  utility  systems 
should  be  upgraded  and  on  a  regular 
and  coordinated  basis. 


The  Lower  Washington  Street  portion 
of  Roslindale  has  been  plagued  by 
sewage  problems  over  the  past  year. 
The  City's  Water  and  Sewer  Commis- 
sion should  undertake  a  careful 
review  of  this  problem  and  prepare  a 
capital  allocation  program  to 
systematically  upgrade  these  utility 
lines  over  the  next  five  years. 

D.  HUMAN  SERVICE  IM- 
PROVEMENTS 

The  areas  of  health  care,  vocational 
counseling,  and  teenage  and  elderly 
services  need  to  be  examined  with 
respect  to  the  changing  needs  of 
Roslindale.  A  thorough  evaluation  of 
programs  and  services  available  to 
low  income  residents,  elderly  and 
youth  should  be  undertaken  in  the 
immediate  future.  Programs  and  fun- 
ding levels  should  then  be  reflective 
of  these  findings  so  that  the  human 
services  can  meet  family  and  in- 
dividual needs,  enabling  people  to  live 
in  Roslindale  confident  of  their  well 
being. 

The  increase  in  racial  tensions  and 
disturbances  noted  in  the  past  can  be 
lessened  through  delivery  of  effective 
programs  and  services  which  provide 
a  setting  for  racial  mix  in  a  construc- 
tive, positive  environment.  The  gap 
created  by  the  closing  of  the  Roslin- 
dale Teen  Center  should  be  tem- 
porarily addressed  by  increasing  staff- 
ing for  the  City's  Youth  Activities 
Commission.  There  are  several  social 
service  organizations  which  deliver 
elderly  services  but  these  are  often 
uncoordinated.  Seminars  and  con- 
ferences should  be  conducted  among 
the  various  human  service  agencies  to 
increase  communication  between 
them  and  to  assure  greater  efficiency. 
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E.  THREE  YEAR  PROGRAM  SUMMARY  TABLE 


Issue 

1.  Roslindale  Square 
Revitalization 


Strategy 

Roslindale    Square    Revitaliza- 
tion Program. 

Storefront  Improvements. 

Private  management  systems  for 
public  parking  lots. 

Identify  logo  or  theme  for  Roslin- 
dale Square. 


1978  Investment  Program 

Roslindale  Association  for  Com- 
munity Development  -  $25,000 

Restore  -  $10,000 
Footpatrol  Program  -  $84,315 


Proposed  1979-1981  Neighborhood 
Improvement  Program  Activities 

Complete  Revitalization  Program. 

Storefront  Improvement  Program. 
Continuation  of  Footpatrol  Program. 

Transfer  management  of  Taft  Hill 
parking  lot  to  Roslindale  Board  of 
Trade. 

Use  Square  logo  for  signs,  ads,  etc. 


Attract  private  development. 


2.  Southwest  Corridor 


3.  Housing  Rehabilitation 


4.  Elderly /Housing 


5.  Capital  Improvements  & 
Public  Facilities 


6.  Transit  Development: 
Needham  Bremch 


Parkway  Friends  of  the  Retarded 

$15,000 

Roslindale     Health     Center 

$37,000 


Redesign     traffic     circulation      Redesign  -  $40,000 

Construct  tennis  courts  at  Pagel 
Playground. 

Relocate  Cardillo  Playground  to 
457-485  Hyde  Park  Avenue  and 
advertise  for  commercial  reuse  of 
land. 

Expedite  sale  of  State-owned 
property. 

Encourage  D.P.W.  to  undertake 
bridge  renovations  on  Cummins 
Highway,  Canterbury  &  Blake- 
more  Streets. 


Continuation  of  HIP  Program 
with  target  areas  of  Lower  Wash- 
ington Street  &  Southwest  Cor- 
ridor area. 

Continue  312  Loan  Program. 


Modernization    to    Archdale    & 
Beech  Street  Housing  Projects. 


Increase  neighborhood  confidence 
and  investor  awareness.  Attract 
young  families. 

Provide  additional  housing  units 
for  elderly  citizens  through  new 
construction  and  conversions  of 
older  buildings  where  possible. 

Systematic  schedule  of  improve- 
ments to  street  &  utility  system  & 
recreation  area.  Regular  mainte- 
nance program  park  &  recreation 
sites  district  wide. 

Expedite  completion  of  MBTA's 
Environmental  Impact  Statement 
on  Orange  Line  Extension. 
Analyze  transit  development  op- 
tions. 


H.I.P.  -  $325,000 


312  Loans 


Archdale  -  exterior  improvements 
-$231,000 

Washington/Beech  boiler  &  elec- 
trical improvements  -  $300,000 


Conversions  of  Weld  School  to  14 
elderly  housing  units 
Ramps    for   elderly    -   municipal 
building  -  $5,000 

Street  and  sidewalk  reconstruction 
-  $193,000 


Fund  construction  of  South  Street,  etc. 

Construction  of  tennis  courts  at  Pagel 
Playground. 

Relocation  of  Cardillo  Playground. 


Land-use  study  of  D.P.W.  properties. 


Bridge  reconstruction  on  Canterbury 
Street. 


Increase  H.I.P.  participation  to 
minimum  of  30%  eligible  homes  (800 
buildings). 


Monitor  progress  of  $300,000  312 
allocation. 

Direct  BHA  to  expend  committed 
funds  before  allocating  additional 
modernization  monies. 


Develop  promotional  program  for 
Roslindale  i.e.,  brochure,  real  estate 
seminar,  media  presentations. 

Recommend  sites  for  elderly  con- 
struction. 


Develop  new  recreation  facility  at  3849 
&  4040  Washington  Street. 


Review  C.E.  Maguire's  Impact  State- 
ment. 

Southwest  Corridor  Management  Pro- 
gram. 
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V.  Appendices 

A.  NEIGHBORHOOD  HISTORY 

Before  annexation  to  the  City  in 
1873,  Roslindale  was  part  of  West 
Roxbury  and  the  Town  of  Roxbury. 
During  the  next  three  decades  RosHn- 
dale  underwent  its  greatest  surge  of 
development.  The  district  gained 
enough  people  to  be  considered  a 
distinct  community,  although  a  part 
of  West  Roxbury. 

The  Dedham  Post  Road,  now  called 
Centre  Street,  was  the  main  avenue  of 
commerce  from  Boston  outward. 
Nathan  Hale,  Benedict  Arnold  and 
George  Washington  traveled  this 
road.  George  Washington  selected 
Weld  Hill,  in  what  is  now  called  Ar- 
nold Arboretum  —  as  a  battle  line  in 
the  siege  of  Boston.  Washington 
Street,  now  the  main  throughfare, 
was  not  built  until  1804.  It  was  then 
called  Dedham  Turnpike  and  ended 
in  Pawtucket,  Rhode  Island. 

The  two  railroads  which  trisect  the 
district  were  extended  to  Roslindale 
during  the  1870's.  The  New  Haven 
Railroad's  Washington  Street  Station 
opened  in  1878.  Boston's  Street 
Railway  System  was  extended  south 
from  Forest  Hills  into  the  district. 

Roslindale  was  principally  a  rural 
area  until  the  turn  of  the  century, 
sparsely  populated  with  large  farms 
and  small  supportive  businesses.  In 
1806,  the  huge  Weld  Farm,  between 
Centre  and  South  Streets  and  the  west 
side  of  Church  Street,  passed  from 


Curio  shop  in  Roslindale  Square. 

Captain  John  Weld  to  Benjamin 
Bussey,  who  build  a  mansion  in  1818, 
and  lived  there  until  1842.  He  be- 
queathed it  to  Harvard  and  it  is  now 
part  of  the  Arnold  Arboretum.  Har- 
vard left  the  land  untouched   unil 
1 872  when  it  took  advantage  of  a 
cash  bequest  from  James  Arnold  to 
set  up  a  professorship  of  tree  culture 
in  conjunction  with  the  Bussey  land. 

The  advent  of  pubHc  transportation 
to  Roshndale  in  the  late  1800's 
brought  many  people  who  were  seek- 
ing a  new  way  of  life  in  a  beautiful 


surrounding.  Real  estate  brokers 
called  Roslindale  "a  garden  suburb" 
which  it  quickly  became.  The 
newcomers  who  replaced  the  earlier 
Yankee  residents  were  predominantly 
Catholic,  Boston-born  sons  and 
daughters  of  immigrants. 

There  has  been  considerable  ethnic 
diversity  as  Irish  immigrants,  Itahan, 
other  European  and  also  Eastern 
Mediterranean  and  Arabic  national- 
ities have  made  their  home  in  Roshn- 
dale. The  newest  ethnic  group  to  pur- 
chase homes  and  open  small  busi- 
nesses is  Greek. 

Today  Washington  Street  is  still  the 
district's  major  thoroughfare.  The 
original  Roslindale  Village  along 
Washington  Street  has  become 
Roslindale  Square,  the  modern  day 
heart  of  the  district.  Commercial 
establishments  and  banks  are  concen- 
trated in  the  Square,  as  are  the  Post 
Office  and  Library.  The  Municipal 
Building,  which  houses  the  Little  City 
Hall  and  the  Greater  Roslindale 
Health  Service,  was  constructed  in 
1918. 

B.  1975-77  NEIGHBORHOOD 
IMPROVEMENT  PROGRAM 

Roslindale's  Neighborhood  Improve- 
ment Program  has  focused  on 
strengthening  the  community's  hous- 
ing quality,  both  public  and  private, 
revitalizing  Roslindale  Square, 
upgrading  local  streets  and  public 
facilities,  and  providing  improved 
human  services. 


HOUSING  PROGRAMS  1975  1976  1977 

HOUSING  IMPROVEMENT  PROGRAM 

(HIP)  including  50%  rebate  for  the  elderly  in  1977  $    275,000  CD  $  225,000  CD  $  250,000  CD 

Washington/Beech  Public  Housing  Project 

boiler  repairs  $    213,400  CD  —  — 

recreational  site  improvements  —  —  $     88,000  CD 

Archdale  Public  Housing  Project 

Footpatrol,  security  doors,  buzzer/doorbell  system, 

and  exterior  painting  —  —  $231,000  CD 

Basketball  court  improvements  —  $     42,700  CD  — 

Archdale  &  Washington/Beech  Public  Housing  Projects 

Security  screens  —  $  200,000  CD  — 

Restoration  of  vacant  lots  —  $     10,000  CD  — 

Demolition  of  unsafe,  abandoned  and  dangerous 

buildings  —  _  $    40,000  CD 

Construction  of  119  units  of  elderly  housing,  funded 

through  the  BHA,  at  Cliffmont  and  Canterbury  Streets  $4,250,000  —  — 
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ROSLINDALE  SQUARE  IMPROVEMENTS 

Rialto  Theatre  demolition  &  acquisition 
Parking  lot  adjacent  to  Rialto  Theatre 
Feasibility  study  for  Roslindale  Square 

(under  contract  to  RACD) 
Installation  of  Ughts  and  benches  in  Adams  Park 
Footpatrol 
Restore  Program 
Business  District  Amenities  (trees,  benches,  bollards) 

sodium  lighting 

Parking  lot  and  lighting 

CAPITAL  IMPROVEMENTS 

Public  Facilities 

Rehabilitation  of  Municipal  Building  for  use  as  a 

health  center  (operated  by  the  Greater  Roslindale  Health 

Organization) 

Parks 

Fallon  Field  play  equipment,  street  hockey  rink 

Healy  Field  playfield 

Public  Works 

Sidewalk  improvements 

Street  resurfacing 

Sidewalk  improvements 

Traffic  signal,  sidewalk  and  street  improvements  at 

Cliffmont  &  Canterbury  Streets 

NEIGHBORHOOD  SERVICES 

Greater  Roslindale  Health  Center 

Roslindale  Teen  Center 

Senior  Shuttle 

TOTAL  PROGRAM 


1975 

$  22,000  CD 
$    173,052  CD 

$  28,000  CD 
$  36,378  CD 
$      40,560  CD 


$      92,300 
$    145,000 


1976 


$  180,000  CD 

$      75,000 
$      75,000 


$5,605,690 


$     86,000  CD 
$     15,000  CD 


$  125,000  CD 


$  130,000  CD 


$  833,700 


1977 


$  30,000  CD 
$  52,750  CD 
$     30,000  CD 


$     80,000 
$     30,000  CD 
$    48,000  CD 


$  37,000  CD 
$  30,000  CD 
$  16,500  CD 
$  963,250 


C.  COMMUNITY 
PARTICIPATION 
OPPORTUNITIES 

1.  Introduction 

There  are  many  ways  in  which  the 
Roslindale  community  can  shape  and 
direct  growth  within  its  neighbor- 
hoods and  commercial  areas.  Main- 
taining the  condition  of  both  residen- 
tial and  commercial  structures,  utiliz- 
ing the  Housing  Improvement  Pro- 
gram and  voicing  concerns  at  zoning 
and  Uquor  Ucense  hearings  all  affect 
the  quality  of  life.  There  are  several 
opportunities  for  community  action 
at  a  larger  scale  which  can  effectively 
have  a  long-term  impact  on  the 
growth  of  the  community. 

2.  Zoning  Changes 

Zoning  is  a  legal  tool  used  to  shape 
land  use  patterns  and  regulate  the 
scale  of  development  within  given 
boundaries.  The  zoning  districts  have 
served  the  community  in  establishing 
residential,  commercial  and  industrial 


uses  that  are  reasonably  consistent  in 
scale  and  density. 

3.  Zoning  Board  of  Appeal  Hearings 

When  an  individual  applies  for  a 
building  permit,  if  the  proposed  use 
or  work  to  be  done  violates  the  zon- 
ing code,  this  permit  is  denied.  The 
party  then  has  45  days  to  appeal  to 
the  Zoning  Board  of  Appeal.  If  the 
individual  decides  to  appeal  his  case, 
a  public  hearing  is  scheduled  to  hear 
all  sides  of  the  issue. 

The  BRA,  as  the  city's  planning  agen- 
cy, makes  a  recommendation  to  the 
Zoning  Board  on  the  proposed  vari- 
ance. The  BRA  Neighborhood  Plan- 
ner sends  out  letters  to  the  abutting 
properties  informing  them  of  the  pro- 
posed change,  and  to  find  out  the 
neighborhood  sentiment.  Based  on 


planning  considerations  and  the  opin- 
ions of  those  directly  affected  by  the 
change,  a  recommendation  is  written. 

In  order  to  make  sure  your  opinion 
on  the  proposed  change  is  heard  by 
the  Zoning  Board,  people  must  be 
willing  to  come  to  these  public  hear- 
ings and  speak  out. 

4.  Liquor  Licenses 

All  new  liquor  licenses  must  be  ap- 
proved by  the  Boston  Licensing 
Board.  A  public  hearing  is  held  on 
each  proposed  license.  If  the  license  is 
denied,  the  petitioner  may  appeal  to 
the  State  Alcoholic  Beverage  Com- 
mission which  must  hold  a  public 
hearing  on  the  license.  The  Commis- 
sion cannot  grant  a  license  but  can 
reverse  and  remand  the  decision  back 
to  the  Boston  Licensing  Board  for  a 
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re-hearing.  If  the  Licensing  Board 
denies  the  decision  again  it  is  final. 

If  abuses  occur  by  those  possessing  a 
liquor  license  such  as:  selling  liquor 
after  hours,  drinking  outside  the  bar 
or  liquor  store,  drug  use  or  traffick- 
ing, or  noise  and  public  disturbances, 
residents  can  petition  the  Licensing 
Board  for  a  public  hearing  to  review 
the  operation  of  an  establishment. 
The  Board  has  the  power  to  revoke  a 
license. 

5.  Community  Development  Block 
Grant  (CDBG)  and  Capital  Budget 
(CB)  Proposals 

The  CDBG  program  is  the  major 
Federal  initiative  for  housing  and 
community  development.  The  uses  of 
CD  funds  are  primarily  limited  to 
housing,  neighborhood  improvements 
and  public  services  in  low  and 
moderate  income  neighborhoods  of 
the  City.  Citizen  participation  in  the 
development  of  CD  projects  is 
Federally  mandated.  The  preceding 
Appendix  B  lists  programs  that  were 
funded  in  this  neighborhood  during 
the  past  three  years  from  1975  to 
1977. 

The  City's  annual  Capital  Budget 
(CB)  is  usually  determined  at  the 
same  time  that  the  CD  budget  is  for- 
mulated. The  City  raises  CB  funds  by 
selling  tax  exempt  long-term 
municipal  bonds  to  private  investors 
to  fund  capital  improvements  such  as 
schools,  pubhc  buildings,  parks, 
streets,  lighting  and  underground 
utilities. 

The  City's  annual  process  for  deter- 
mining both  the  CD  and  CB  budgets 
has  usually  included  the  following 
steps: 


a.  An  initial  neighborhood  hearing  is 
held  in  each  Little  City  Hall  district 
to  explain  funding  requirements  for 
the  program,  report  on  the  past 
year's  projects  and  present  the  pro- 
posed neighborhood  profiles  (October 
or  November). 

b.  A  second  neighborhood  hearing  is 
held  to  receive  and  discuss  neighbor- 
hood proposals  for  funding  the  next 
year  (November  or  December). 

c.  The  Little  City  Hall  Manager,  Of- 
fice of  Program  Development  (OPD) 
Programmer  and  BRA  Neighborhood 
Planner  meet  to  review  funding  re- 
quests and  prepare  a  proposed 
Neighborhood  Improvement  Plan 
(December  and  January). 

d.  The  proposed  Neighborhood  Im- 
provement Plans  are  presented  to  the 
Mayor's  Neighborhood  Development 
Council  (NDC)  for  approval.  This 
group  is  chaired  by  the  Deputy 
Mayor  for  Fiscal  Affairs  and  includes 
two  additional  Deputy  Mayors,  the 
Mayor's  Housing  Advisor  and  Direc- 
tors of  the  BRA,  Office  of  Public 
Service  and  Office  of  Program 
Development  (January  or  February). 

e.  Upon  approval  by  the  NDC,  the 
proposed  Neighborhood  Improvement 
Programs  are  submitted  to  the  City 
Council  for  their  review  and  approval 
(February  or  March). 

f.  The  City  Council  holds  a  series  of 
neighborhood  hearings  on  the  pro- 
posed budgets.  It  then  approves  the 
budgets  with  amendments  based  on 
opinions  voiced  at  the  hearings 
(March  or  April). 

g.  The  Mayor  reviews  and  approves 
the  final  Neighborhood  Improvement 
Plans  (April  or  May). 


h.  The  proposed  CD  application  and 
budget  is  submitted  to  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Housing  and  Urban 
Development  for  its  review  and  find- 
ing (May  and  June). 

i.  The  CD  funds  become  available 
for  spending  (July  1st  at  the  earliest). 

D.  ROSLIND ALE  COMMUNITY 
GROUPS 

Roslindale  Association  for 

Community  Development 
Arnold  Shufro 
4258  Washington  Street 
327-5500 

RosUndale  Board  of  Trade 

Bob  Norberg 

4174  Washington  Street 

RosUndale  Improvement  Association 
Virginia  McGee 
189  Belgrade  Avenue 
325-0170 

Roslindale  Historical  Society 
Judy  Kunze 
266  Poplar  Street 
327-0315 

Washington  Hill  Community 

Association 
Jack  Doherty 
327-0850 

Washington/Beech  Tenant  Task 

Force 
Ella  Perham  &  Mary  Elliott 

Archdale  Tenant  Task  Force 
Helen  Lawson 
75  Archdale  Road 

Concerned  Citizens  of  Roslindale 

Theresa  Libby 

4258  Washington  Street 

Roslindale  Home  and  School 

Association 
Betty  Toomey 
60  Jewett  Street 
327-3501 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 

Kevin  H.  White,  Mayor 

BOSTON  REDEVELOPMENT  AUTHORITY 

Robert  L.  Farrell,  Chairman 
Joseph  J.  Walsh,  Vice  Chairman 
James  G.  Colbert,  Treasurer 
James  K.  Flaherty,  Assistant  Treasurer 
James  E.  Cofield,  Jr.,  Member 
Kane  Simonian,  Secretary 
Robert  J.  Ryan,  Director 

NEIGHBORHOOD  PLANNING  PROGRAM 

Roy  Bishop,  Director 

James  Baecker,  Assistant  Director 

Carole  Mathieson,  Roslindale  Planner 


